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Labor of Love 

09/01/13 

MVBC 

Labor = Expenditure of physical or mental effort especially when difficult or 
compulsory 

 

Labor Day is a United States federal holiday observed on the 
first Monday in September, that celebrates the economic and 

social contributions of workers. It was first nationally 
recognized in 1894 to placate unionists following the Pullman 

Strike. With the decline in union membership, the holiday is 
generally viewed as a time for barbeques and the end of 

summer vacations. 

Lyrics of a song by Alabama 

There are people in this country who work hard every day  

Not for fame or fortune do they strive  

But the fruits of their labor are worth more than their pay  

And it's time a few of them were recognized  

 

Hello Detroit auto worker, let me thank you for your time  

You work a forty hour week for a livin', just to send it on down the line  

Hello Pittsburgh steel mill worker, let me thank you for your time  

You work a forty hour week for a livin', just to send it on down the line  

 

This is for the one who swings the hammer, driving home the nail  

For the one behind the counter, ringing up the sales  

For the one who fights the fires, the one who brings the mail  

For everyone who works behind the scenes  

 

You can see them every morning in the factories and the fields  

In the city streets and the quiet country towns  

Working together like spokes inside a wheel  

They keep this country turning around  

 

Hello Kansas wheat field farmer, let me thank you for your time  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pullman_Strike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pullman_Strike
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You work a forty hour week for a livin', just to send it on down the line  

Hello West Virginia coal miner, let me thank you for your time  

You work a forty hour week for a livin', just to send it on down the line  

 

This is for the one who drives the big rig, up and down the road  

For the one out in the warehouse, bringing in the load  

For the waitress, the mechanic, the policeman on patrol  

For everyone who works behind the scenes  

 

With a spirit you can't replace with no machine  

Hello, America, let me thank you for your time 

 

 

Corner stores all over America 
 

 truck drivers 

 UPS people 

 millworkers 

 NMGH 

 electricians 

 carpenters 

 EMT’s 

 Retired workers 

 plumbers 

 students 

 salesman 

 state workers 

 secretaries 

 Lawyers 

 police 

 janitors 

 bus drivers 

 garbage collectors 

 teachers 

 housewives 

 soldiers home on leave 

 nurses 

 factory workers  

 CNA’s 

 

They are the fabric of our country. 
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Our labor for the Lord is:  

1. A labor of love (I Thess. 1:3).  

remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and 

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and 

Father, 

A. He remembered what they did for Him and others 

 If your big sister ever changed your stinking diapers 

 To everyone who gave you a ride when you hitchhiked 

 To the janitor who put up the sign to tell you the floor was wet 

 For the smile from that cashier 

 To the non-relative who gave you a chance 

 

B. “He ain’t heavy he’s my brother” 

 

THE HOLLIES AND NEIL DIAMOND 

The road is long 

With many a winding turn 

That leads us to who knows where 

Who knows where 

But I'm strong 

Strong enough to carry him 

He ain't heavy, he's my brother 

So on we go 

His welfare is of my concern 

No burden is he to bear 

We'll get there 

For I know 

He would not encumber me 

He ain't heavy, he's my brother 

If I'm laden at all 

I'm laden with sadness 

That everyone's heart 
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Isn't filled with the gladness 

Of love for one another 

It's a long, long road 

From which there is no return 

While we're on the way to there 

Why not share 

And the load 

Doesn't weigh me down at all 

He ain't heavy he's my brother 

He's my brother 

He ain't heavy, he's my brother 

He ain't heavy, he's my brother 

C. Kopos referring to labor conveys the sense that the labor involves 
toil, fatigue, suffering, weariness and sorrow. It thus speaks of an 
intense effort which can be united with trouble. 

John 4:38 (Jesus addressing His disciples who had just brought 
Him food to eat) "I sent you to reap that for which you have not 
labored (related verb - kopiao); others have labored (related verb 
- kopiao), and you have entered into their labor (kopos) 

D. Faith without works is dead 

 

2. A labor not in vain (I Cor 15:58). 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain 

in the Lord. 

A. There is one place where it is not for nothing 

B. Why be trying to clean up this church? 

C. This chapter – resurrection 

D. “we will all be changed” 

 

3.  A labor known by Christ (Rev 2:2).  EPHESUS 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%204.38
http://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_26.htm#Hardworking (2872) kopiao
http://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_26.htm#Hardworking (2872) kopiao
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I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear 

those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles 

and are not, and have found them liars; 

A. It’s hard. 

B. It’s continuous. 

C. For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. 

D. “nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen” 

Nobody knows the trouble I've seen 

Nobody knows but Jesus 

Nobody knows the trouble I've seen 

Glory, Hallelujah 

 

Sometimes I'm up 

And sometimes I'm down 

Yes, Lord, you know sometimes I'm almost to the ground 

Oh, yes, Lord, still 

 

Nobody knows the trouble I've seen 

Nobody knows but Jesus 

Nobody knows the trouble I've seen 

Glory, Hallelujah 

 

If you get there before I do 

Oh, yes, Lord, don't forget to 

Tell all my friends I'm coming too 

Oh, yes, Lord, still 

4. A labor God does not forget (Heb 6:10).  

 

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 

shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do 

minister. 

A. After salvation comes separation 

B. We leave them because we love them 

C. Did the father of the prodigal have to labor? 

 

5. A labor which is to be done together (I Cor 3:9).  
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For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are 

God's building. KJV 

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s 

building. NKJV 

 

A. Can’t God do it all by Himself? 

B. Can I do it alone? 

C. How much help do I need? 

D. To whom do I look? 

 

 

 

6.  A labor to make others better (Col 1:28-29).  

 

28
 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all 

wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
29

 To this 

end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me 

mightily. 

For this end I train myself in the discipline of self-denial; for this 
end I commit myself to the arena of suffering and toil’ (Lightfoot)  

to which end also I am constantly laboring to the point of 
exhaustion (Wuest)  

For this I labor unto weariness] (Amplified)  

Toward this goal I also labor (NET) 

An excellent illustration of toiling according to our power versus God's power is 
found in Luke 5. Peter the famous fisherman is given instructions by Jesus to  

"Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch".  

He could have resisted but instead submitted and said  
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"Master, we worked hard (kopiao) all night and caught nothing, but at Your 
bidding I will let down the nets."  

Navy seal 

 Volunteer 

 Can quit at any time 

 Physically taxing 

 Mentally taxing 

 Emotionally taxing 

 In the end, you get a pin and an opportunity to die. 

 

A. Winning the lost and building believers  

B. Purpose 

C. Misunderstood 

"Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard (kopiao) at preaching and teaching." (1Tim. 
5:17) What would be the result of such a ministry? Surely it would be a body 
of believers who were becoming complete in Christ.  

 

7. A labor which is to be rewarded (I Cor 3:8).  

8
 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive 

his own reward according to his own labor.  

A. Concern yourself with yourself. 

B. Compete with you to do better. 

C. We have different gifts, opportunities, abilities, intelligences, locations… 

D. You’ll get a reward. 

 

8. A labor done to be accepted by Him (II Cor 5:9).  

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well-pleasing 

to Him. NKJV 

Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of 

him. KJV 

A. We are so concerned about how we look to others 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1Ti%205.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1Ti%205.17
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B. If Christ came tonight, it should not change our day. 

 

 

9.  A labor shortage (Luke 10:2).   

Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; 

therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 

A. He sent them by two’s.  

B. Great 

C. Few 

D. Pray 

E. He sends out. 

ILL.  

Tennessee Ernie Ford sang, "You load 16 tons, & what do you get, another day older & 

deeper in debt." 

 

SEE YOUR EVERYDAY WORK AS A SERVICE FOR GOD. 

 

Do you realize that almost everything we do affects someone else? We have food because 

there are farmers who planted the crop or raised the cattle. We are the beneficiaries of 

their labor.  

 

ILL. Jesus spent the first 30 years of his life in the little town of Nazareth helping his 

earthly father out in the carpenter shop. Why? Because work is important. Because 

people need houses. Because people need yokes for their oxen. Because people need 

chairs on which to sit, & tables on which to serve their food. 

 

 

 

What we say and what we do are important.  It makes a difference because others are 

affected by what we do.  

 

I am convinced that that is what Paul means when he wrote in Romans 12:1, "Therefore, 

I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God - which is your spiritual service or worship." 

 

WE CAN SERVE GOD IN THE WAY WE WORK AND WHERE WE WORK EVERY 

DAY! 
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You say, "You don’t know where I work. You don’t know my boss. You don’t know the 

kind of people I have to work with. You don’t know the power struggles that go on, the 

flirtations, the cursing. You don’t know the dirty stories that are told, the pornography 

that is passed around."  

 

Eph 6:5-8 

5 
Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with 

fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 
6 
not with eye service, as men-

pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 
7 

with 

goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 
8 

knowing that whatever good 

anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 

 

 

Now that’s interesting. He’s saying, "Even though your boss is a two-legged monster 

who is about as pagan as anyone you’ve ever seen, do your work for him as though you 

are doing it for Christ." 

 

 

 

 

 

But when King Nebuchadnezzar died, the Babylonian Empire began to disintegrate, and 

finally it was conquered by King Darius. Once again Daniel’s outstanding qualities were 

recognized, and he was soon appointed one of the highest officials in all the land. 

 

But there came a time when pressures were put on him to do things that were against 

God. So Daniel said, "That’s enough. That’s as far as I can go." And King Darius, who 

had become his friend, was forced to have Daniel thrown into the lion’s den. 

 

`Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been 

able to rescue you from the lions?’" 
 

 

APPLICATION  

Do your fellow-workers know that?  

Do you try to serve God continually in the environment of your work? 

 Have you seen yourself as a walking temple of God? 

 

 



10 

 

 10 

III. ALL OF US ARE MINISTERS  

 

Now the third thing I want you to see is that all of us are ministers, no matter who or 

where we are. 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 29:7 God says, "I have carried you into exile." "I have carried you from 

Jerusalem to Babylon." 

 

Here is Daniel in a pagan place, surrounded by pagan people, but the Bible says that that 

is exactly where God wanted him to be. 

 

ILL. We’ve heard the old adage that "one bad apple can spoil the whole barrel." So long 

as we think that, we imply that bad always wins, and good never does. But the Bible 

teaches that we can overcome evil with good.  

 

If you’re in a secular workplace, working next to a pagan, then see that as a God-given 

opportunity to influence that person for good. 

 

That person whom you work with every day, whose eyes you look into, whose voice you 

hear, who’s shared hopes and dreams with you, who’s told you about the new car he’s 

bought and about his kids and family, doesn’t it make sense that that person is the one 

God would like to see you leading to the Lord?  

 

 

 

APPLICATION: 

 Now let me give you 4 suggestions for witnessing for Christ effectively.  
 

1. First of all, don’t brag. Don’t go to work and brag about how wonderful your 

Christian life is. Don’t brag about how righteous you are and how much sin you have 

overcome, and how you used to drink and carouse and be unfaithful, but now you are a 

model husband or wife and you don’t drink anymore. Don’t brag. That will only turn 

them off. 

 

SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS ALWAYS BEEN REPULSIVE. IT SIMPLY WON’T 

WORK. DON’T BRAG. 
 

2. Secondly, don’t nag. Don’t carry a big Bible under your arm, and every time 

somebody cusses pull it out and say, "Look here. It says, `Thou shalt not swear.’" Every 

time they brag about what a hangover they have, don’t pull it out and say, "Look, it says, 

`All drunkards are going to hell.’" Don’t do that. 
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Because all you’re going to do is turn them away. You may think that you are being bold. 

No, you’re not being bold. You’re simply turning them away.  

 

3. So don’t brag, and don’t nag, and don’t lag. As a Christian, it is important for you to 

do your work and do it well, to set an example for others, to be there on time, maybe even 

early, to do your job and maybe a little bit of their job if they’re falling behind, to help 

them out in any way you possibly can. 

 

If you’re lazy, if you’re slothful on the job, then that’s a poor testimony for the Lord. So 

do your job and do it well, as if you are doing it for Christ. 

 

4. Fourthly, don’t sag. Be really careful not to go back to your old way of life. Be really 

careful not to listen to their language and start to use it yourself. Be really careful not to 

see the bright lights of a far country and be enticed. Make sure you keep your eyes fixed 

on Jesus. 

        

      -   If you keep your eyes fixed on Jesus 

- If you don’t use their language 

- If you don’t imitate their lifestyle 

- If you react in a different way to problems and difficulties that come 

- They carry a load too 

- Give them a consistent example 

 

Jeremiah gave the Children of Israel instructions in how to live Jeremiah 29:5-7 

 

 
5 

Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 
6 

Take wives and beget 

sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so 

that they may bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased there, and not 

diminished. 
7 
And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away 

captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 
8 

For thus says 

the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 

in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 
9 

For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the LORD. 

 

"This world is not my home. I’m just a’passing through." 

This world is not my home I'm just a passing through 

My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue 

The angels beckon me from heaven's open door 

And I can't feel at home in this world anymore 

Oh, Lord, you know I have no friend like you 
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If heaven's not my home, then, Lord, what will I do? 

The angels beckon me from heaven's open door 
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore 

 

Daniel and His friends set a bar and said this is as far as we go 

He is the God of fiery furnaces and lions’ dens. 

 

 

 

 

Our labor for the Lord is… 

1. a labor of love (I Thes. 1:3).  

2. a labor not in vain (I Cor. 15:58).  

3. a labor known by Christ (Rev. 2:2).  

4. a labor God does not forget (Heb. 6:10).  

5. a labor which is to be done together (I Cor. 3:9).  

6. a labor for eternal things (Col. 1:28-9).  

7. a labor which is to reward (I Cor. 3:8).  

8. a labor done to be accepted by Him (II Cor. 5:9).  

9. a labor which doesn’t have an end (Luke 10:2).  

- Glen Pierpoint 
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Just One More Time 

 
Quotes: 
"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is 
always to try just one more time." --Inventor Thomas Edison  

 
"Diligence is the mother of good luck."  
                                                           -Benjamin Franklin 
 

Illustration: 

Harry Houdini, the famed escape artist, issued a challenge wherever he went. He could be 

locked in any jail cell in the country, he claimed, and set himself free quickly and easily. 

Always he kept his promise, but one time something went wrong. Houdini entered the jail 

in his street clothes; the heavy, metal doors clanged shut behind him. He took from his 

belt a concealed piece of metal, strong and flexible. He set to work immediately, but 

something seemed to be unusual about this lock. For 30 minutes he worked and got 

nowhere. An hour passed, and still he had not opened the door. By now he was bathed in 

sweat and panting in exasperation, but he still could not pick the lock. Finally, after 

laboring for 2 hours, Harry Houdini collapsed in frustration and failure against the door 

he could not unlock. But when he fell against the door, it swung open! It had never been 

locked at all! But in his mind it was locked and that was all it took to keep him from 

opening the door and walking out of the jail cell. 

 

Someone has written that there are four kinds of bones in the world.  

 

The WISH BONES who spend their time wishing someone else would do the work; 

The JAW BONES who do all the talking, but very little else; 

The KNUCKLE BONES who knock everything that anyone else is trying to do; 

The BACK BONES who shoulder the load and do the work; 

 

 

 

A PROMISE FROM GOD IS A STATEMENT WE CAN DEPEND ON WITH 

ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE.  
 

Here are 12 promises for the Christian to claim.  

 

 1. God’s presence -- "I will never leave thee" (Heb. 13:5) 

 

 2. God’s protection -- "I am thy shield" (Gen. 15:1) 

 

 3. God’s power -- "I will strengthen thee" (Isa. 41:10) 

 

 4. God’s provision -- "I will help thee" (Isa. 41:10) 

 

 5.God’s leading -- "And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth 
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 before them" (John 10:4)  

 

 6. God’s purposes -- "I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 

 the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil" (Jer. 29:11)  

 

 7. God’s rest -- "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 

 I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28)  

 

 8. God’s cleansing -- "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

 forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 

 1:9)  

 

 9. God’s goodness -- "No good thing will He withhold from them that 

 work uprightly" (Psalm 84:11)  

 

 10. God’s faithfulness -- "The Lord will not forsake His people for His 

 great name’s sake" (1 Sam. 12:22)  

 

 11. God’s guidance -- "The meek will He guide" (Psalm 25:9) 

 

 12.God’s wise plan -- "All things work together for good to them that love 

 God" (Rom. 8:28) 

 


